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PREFACE.

In giving this volume to the public,
I deem it fair to say that I have yielded
to the oft-repeated requests that I put in
some more definite and permanent form
the ideas regarding the Negro and his
Suture which I have expressed many
Limes on the public platform and through
the public press and magazines.

I make grateful acknowledgment to
the “Atlantic Monthly” and “ Apple
tow's Popular Science Monthly” for
their kindness in granting permission
Jfor the use of some part of articles
which I have at various times contrib-
uted to their columns.

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON.

TuskeGxr NORMAL AND INDUSTRIAL INsSTITUTE,
TuskeGkr, ALA., October 1, 1899,
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inspire them with love and respect for
labour.. This constitutes a part of the
reason why I insist that it is necessary
to emphasise the matter of industrial
education as a means of giving the
black man the foundation of a civilisa-
tion upon which he will grow and
prosper. When I speak of industrial
education, however, I wish it always
uriderst6od that I mean, as did General
Armstrong, the founder of the Hamp-
ton Institute, for. thoroug_~ alga_tfl_gmlc
and religious training to 80, side by
side’ with “industrjal..training.  Mere
training of the hand without the cult-
ure of brain and heart would mean
little.

The first slaves were brought into
this country by the Dutch in 1619, and
were landed at Jamestown, Virginia,
The first cargo consisted of twenty.
The census taken in 1890 shows that
these twenty slaves had increased to
7,638,360. About 6,353,341 of this
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number were residing in the Southern
States, and 1,283,029 were scattered
throughout the Northern and Western
States. I think I am pretty safe in
predicting that the census to be taken
in 1900 will show that there are not far
from ten millions of people of African
descent in the United States. The
great majority of these, of course, re-
side in the Southern States. The prob-
lem is how to make these millions
of Negroes self-supporting, intelligent,
economical and valuable citizens, as
well as how to bring about proper rela-
tions between them and the white citi-
zens among whom they live. This is
the question upon which I shall try to
throw some light in the chapters which
follow.

When the Negroes were first brought
to America, they were owned by white
people in all sections of this country, as
is well known,—in the New England,
the Middle, and in the Southern States,
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The Future of the American Negro

make himself a useful, honourable, and
desirable citizen, whether he has his
residence in the North, the South, or
the West.
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are valuable or valueless, that a few
years ago some fourteen of them were
brought into this country, and that now
those fourteen are nearly ten millions.
I know that, whether in slavery or free-
dom, they have always been loyal to the
Stars and Stripes, that no school-house
has been opened for them that has not
been filled, that the 2,000,000 ballots that
they have the right to cast are as potent
for weal or woe as an equal number
cast by the wisest and most influential
men in America. I know that wher-
ever Negro life touches the life of the
nation it helps or it hinders, that
wherever the life of the white race
touches the black it makes it stronger
or weaker. Further, I know that al-
most every other race that has tried to
look the white man in the face has dis-
appeared. (I know, despite all the con-
flicting opinions, and with a full knowl-
edge of all the Negroes’ weaknesses,
that only a few centuries ago they went

23
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except as its power is pointed in a
direction that will bear upon the'present
needs and condition of the race.: There
is in the heads of the Negro youth of
the South enough general and floating
knowledge of chemistry, of botany, of
zodlogy, of geology, of mechanics, of
electricity, of mathematics, to recon-
struct and develop a large part of the
agricultural, mechanical, and domestic
life of the race. But how much of it
is brought to a focus along lines of prac-
tical work? In cities of the South like
Atlanta, how many coloured mechanical
engineers are there? or how many ma-
chinists? how many civil engineers?
how many architects? how many house
decorators? In the whole State of
Georgia, where eighty per cent. of the
coloured people depend upon agricult-
ure, how many men are there who are
well grounded in the principles and
practices of scientific farming? or dairy
work? or fruit culture? or floriculture?
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lecture or a sermon every day in the
year. '

The time has come, it seems to me,
when in this matter we should rise
above party or race or sectionalism into
the region of duty of man to man, of .
citizen to citizen, of Christian’ to Chris-
tian; and if the Negro, who has been
oppressed and denied his rights in a
Christian land, can help the whites of
the North and South to rise, can be the
inspiration of their rising, into this at-
mosphere of generous Christian brother-
hood and self-forgetfulness, he will see
in it a recompense for all that he has
~ suffered in the past.

41
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twined himself about America in a busi-
ness and industrial sense.\ Say or think
what we will, it is the tangible or visible
element that is going to tell largely dur-
ing the next twenty years in the solu-
tion of the race problem.
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succeed is likely to fail. On the other
hand, the individual who goes at an
undertaking, feeling that he can suc-
ceed, is the individual who in nine
cases out of ten does succeed. But,
whenever you find an individual that is
ashamed of his race, trying to get away
from his race, apologising for being a
member of his race, then you find
a weak individual. Where you find
a race that is ashamed of itself, that is
apologising for itself, there you will find
a weak, vacillating race. Let us no
longer have to apologise for our race
in these or other matters. Let us think
seriously and work seriously: then, as
a race; we shall be thought of scriously,
and, therefore, seriously respected.”
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term from three to seven months, and
has bought a nice farm upon which he
has erected a neat cottage. The exam-
ple of this young man has inspired
many of the coloured people in this
community to follow his example in
some degree; and this is one of many
such examples.

Wherever our graduates and ex-stu-
dents go, they teach by precept and
example the necessary lesson of thrift,
economy, and property-getting, and
friendship between the races.
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just as other sections of the country
divide their vote. When we can enact
laws that result in honestly cutting off
the large ignorant and non-tax-paying.
vote, am? when we can bring both races
to the point where they will co-operate
with each other in politics, as they do
now in matters of business, religion,
and education, the problem will be in
a large measure solyed, and political
outbreaks will cease.\
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that the strong can give the weak.
Thus helped, those of both races in
the South will soon throw off the
shackles of racial and sectional preju-
dice, and rise above the clouds of igno-
rance, narrowness, and selfishness into
that atmosphere, that pure sunshine,
where it will be the highest ambition to
serve man, our brother, regardless of
race or previous condition.
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“The laws of changeless justice bind
Oppressor with opprest ;
And, close as sin and suffering joined,
We march to fate abreast.”

“ Nearly sixteen millions of hands
will aid you in pulling the load up-
. ward or they will pull against you the
load downward. We shall constitute
one-third and more of the ignorance
and crime of the South or one-third its
intelligence and progress. We shall
contribute one-third to the business and
industrial prosperity of the South or we
shall prove a veritable body of death,
stagnating, depressing, retarding, every
effort to advance the body politic.”

My own feeling is that the South will
gradually reach the point where it will
see the wisdom and the justice of enact-
ing an educational or property qualifi-
cation, or both, for voting, that shall be
made ‘to apply honestly to both races.
The industrial development of the
Negro in connection with education

. 242
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and Christian character will help to
hasten this end. When this is done,
we shall have a foundation, in my opin-
ion, upon which to build a government
that is honest and that will be in a high
degree satisfactory to both races.

I do not suffer myself to take too
optimistic a view of the conditions in
the South. The problem is a large and
serious one, and will require the patient
help, sympathy, and advice of our most
patriotic citizens, North and South, for
years to come. But I believe that, if
the principles which I have tried to
indicate are followed, a solution of the
question will come. (So long as the
Negro is permitted to get education,
acquire property, and secure employ-
ment, and is treated with respect in the
business or commercial world—as is
now true in the greater part of the
South,— I shall have the greatest faith
in his working out his own destiny in
our Southern States.) The education
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and preparing for citizenship of nearly
eight millions of people is a tremendous
task, and every lover of humanity should
count it a privilege to help in the solu-
tion of a great problem for which our
whole country is responsible.
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